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Commissioner for Patents 
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S I R: 

Pursuant to the provisions of 37 C.F.R.§ 1.81(a), Applicants herewith request 
withdrawal of the holding of abandonment for failure to pay the Issue Fee. The basis 
for the Petition is that the Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due was not received by 
the law firm of Applicants' representative. 

Following a Decision of the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences dated 
April 28, 2005, wherein the Examiner's final rejection of claims 1-3 was reversed, the 
application was returned to the Examiner. 

The next paper that was received from the Patent and Trademark Office was 
the Notice Regarding Drawings dated December 16, 2005. This paper was received 
by the undersigned counsel's law firm on December 27, 2005. 

Upon receipt of that paper, it became apparent to the undersigned counsel for 
the Applicants that the Examiner must have acted to allow the application, even 
though a Notice of Allowance Fee(s) Due had not been received by the undersigned 
counsel's law firm. The undersigned counsel therefore requested that his firm's 



1 



docketing supervisor, Lynn Weidenfeller, review the PAIR file for this application. 
Based on the review of the PAIR file, it was seen that a Notice of Allowance Fee(s) 
Due is contained in the PAIR file, requiring payment of the Issue Fee in the amount 
of $1 ,400.00 by November 25, 2005. Even though a Notice of Abandonment had not 
been received by the undersigned counsel's firm, the undersigned counsel assumed 
that the status of this application in the Patent and Trademark Office was that the 
application was considered to be abandoned, in view of the non-payment of the 
Issue Fee. While this matter was being investigated and this Petition and 
accompanying documents were being prepared, a Notice of Abandonment, dated 
January 24, 2006, was received by the undersigned counsel's firm on January 30, 
2006. 

The undersigned counsel for the Applicants has reviewed the file maintained 
by his firm for this application, and finds no Notice of Allowance Fee(s) Due therein. 
This Petition is accompanied by the Declaration of Lynn Weidenfeller, the 
aforementioned docketing supervisor, who also has reviewed the file and found no 
Notice of Allowance Fee(s) Due therein. Moreover, as stated in her Declaration, 
Lynn Weidenfeller has reviewed all three of the locations in the docketing system of 
the undersigned counsel's law firm at which an entry would have been made if a 
Notice of Allowance Fee(s) Due had been received requiring payment of an Issue 
Fee on November 25, 2005. In view of the absence of entries at all three of these 
locations, it is clear that the Notice of Allowance Fee(s) Due was never received by 
the undersigned counsel's law firm. 
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All requirements under MPEP§711.03(c).I.A, for withdrawing the holding of 
abandonment based on failure to receive the Notice of Allowance Fee(s) Due, are 
satisfied, and return of this application to "active" status is therefore proper. 

In order to respond to all outstanding matters, this Petition is accompanied by 
the completed Fee Transmittal Form (which Applicants representative downloaded 
from PAIR only after receiving the aforementioned Notice Regarding Drawings on 
December 27, 2005) together with a check for the Issue Fee in the amount of 
$1,400.00. 

Also submitted herewith is Applicants' Response to the Notice Regarding 
Drawings, wherein sheets for Figs. 7, 8 and 9 are submitted wherein all reference 
characters are plain and legible. 

Processing the drawings and the Issue Fee for this application as soon as 
possible are therefore respectfully requested, to permit issuance of this application 
as soon as possible. 

Submitted by, 

(Reg. 28.982) 

SCHIFF, HARDIN LLP 
CUSTOMER NO. 26574 

Patent Department 

6600 Sears Tower 
233 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: 312/258-5790 
Attorneys for Applicants. 
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